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works but carried their activities into the field of secular
learning.
The literary activities of Lata are represented by
Soddhala. He was born somewhere near Bhrgnkaccha, and
was a Valabha Kayastha. He was brought up by his uncle
Gangadhara. At Sthanaka, Thana, three successive
kings of Konkana honoured him with friendship.
Vatsaraja, the king of Lata, also invited him to his court.
He finished his work, Udayasimdarikatha, at Surparaka
between 1026 and 1050. He was proud of his Kayastha
lineage, which he traced from Kaladitya, the brother of
Siladitya of Valabhi, and regarded himself as the peer of
Valmiki and Bana. The work is an imitation of Kadambari.
Notwithstanding these finds, the literary atmosphere of
the period remains dim, till it is lighted up by Hema-
candra.
Ill
Hemacandra's works have been preserved with great
care by generations of Jaina sadhus. They have, however,
surrounded his life and achievements with unreliable and,
at times, unsavoury episodes. A comparative study of the
main legends, tested by autobiographical details supplied
by Hemacandra himself, would yield a different picture of
this poet, saint, politician, and one of the most versatile
of Indian scholars.
On Karttika Sukla 5, Samvat Year 1145, (1089) Canga
was born a Modha Vania at Dhandhuka, At the early
age of eight, he was given away by his devout mother to
Devacandra of the Purnatalla Gaccha, a learned Jaina
sadhu. Devacandra took the boy to Stambhattrtha,
Cambay, and, under the patronage of Udayana, the gover-
nor of the town, initiated him as a sadhu with the name
of Somacandra. The infant sadhu then began his pere-
grinations, acquiring knowledge as he went. At the age
of twenty-one, he was promoted to the dignity of a suri, a
preceptor. Thereafter, the little Canga was known as
Hemacandrasuri.
;; Hemacandra soon came to be acknowledged as the
most learned of Jaina sadhus. The Jainas were very power-
ful in Gujarata from the tenth century onwards, when the

